THE    ROSE    AND    THE    RING

ture; and her governess and lady-in-waiting was
the severe Countess Gruffanuff. . . . This lady was no
better born than many other ladies who give them-
selves airs; and all sensible people laughed at her
absurd pretensions. The fact is, she had been maid-
servant to the Queen when her Majesty was only
Princess, and her husband had been head footman;
but after his death or disappearance, of which you shall
hear presently, this Mrs. Gruffanuff, by flattering,
toadying, and wheedling her royal mistress, became
a favourite with the Queen (who was rather a weak
woman), and her Majesty gave her a title, and made
her nursery governess to the Princess.

And now I must tell you about the Princess's
learning and accomplishments, for which she had
such a wonderful character. Clever Angelica cer-
tainly was, but as idle as possible. Play at sight, indeed!
she could play one or two pieces, and pretend that
she had never seen them before; she could answer
half a dozen "Mangnall's Questions"; but then you
must take care to ask the right ones. As for her
languages, she had masters in plenty, but I doubt
whether she knew more than a few phrases in each,
for all her pretence; and as for her embroidery and
her drawing, she showed beautiful specimens, it is
true, but Who did them?

This obliges me to tell the truth, and to do so I
must go back ever so far, and tell you about the
FAIRY BLACKSTICK.
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